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PARTNERS & ASSOCIATES 

Reboot The Roots          

Reboot the Roots is a charity that supports a community-based performing arts collective and 
shelter home for the socially excluded operating in Malaysia. We support the ideals of equality, 
universal human rights and humanisation and believe everyone should be free to participate in 
society. 

The services we provide include but are not limited to short and long term arts programmes focusing 

on the empowerment of change through dialogue. One of the key tools for this objective is the 

application and training of cultural change agents and mediators in the techniques of the Theatre of 

the Oppressed, including the training of trainer-facilitators and the design and implementation of 

bespoke projects on behalf of client companies. 

Kdei Karuna           

Contributing to sustainable peace efforts by enabling individuals to live together with dignity, 

tolerance, and harmony. Kdei Karuna, based in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, is a politically neutral 

organization that aims to strengthen peace-building capacities to actively engage different elements 

of society in non-violent conflict processes. 

KDK empowers rural Cambodians to take ownership over their healing process through 
strengthened community relationships, increased communication on issues of the past, increased 
capacities in conflict resolution and dialogue facilitation and the local development of memory 
initiatives (remembrance activities), both which address needs in relation to historic trauma and 
justice. 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)  
   

The services delivered by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
draw on a wealth of regional and technical expertise and tried and tested management know-how. 
As a federal enterprise, we support the German Government in achieving its objectives in the field of 
international cooperation for sustainable development. We are also engaged in international 
education work around the globe. 

We offer demand-driven, tailor-made and effective services for sustainable development. To ensure 
the participation of all stakeholders, we apply a holistic approach based on the values and principles 
upheld in German society. This is how we facilitate change and empower people to take ownership 
of their own sustainable development processes. In doing this, we are always guided by the concept 
of sustainable development. We support our partners at local, regional, national and international 
level in designing strategies and meeting their policy goals.  

 



PROJECT OUTLINE 

Kdei Karuna plans to enact a national tour of villages in rural Cambodia alongside an interactive  

multimedia mobile exhibition examining the issues and impact of the Khmer Rouge in modern times, 

especially focusing on reparation and reconciliation between survivors and former-Khmer Rouge 

cadre members living alongside each other in the aftermath of forced evictions. The creation of 

healthy dialogue between the parties was of paramount importance. (The complete proposal is 

included as Appendix A.) 

From discussions with Kdei Karuna (KK), it was identified that forum theatre could be a useful tool 

for attaining the stated objectives. The following preparatory questions were asked by RtR associate 

Maysoun Bouga: 

 

What are the objectives of the forum? 

We would like to give ideas of how to stop the oppression concerning the 

Civil Parties ‘suffering during the Khmer Rouge, in particular related to 

forced transfers since this project aims at contributing to the moral and 

collective reparation. The audience will be able to provide 

individual/better solutions to deal with their past. 

 

Based on the interviews conducted what are the most important/urgent issues 

faced by the villagers? 

During the field interview, our staff found out similar opinions with regard to experience while there 

were forced to leave from the town to the very remote areas. As a r esult, they still get physical 

impact and mental illness. They hope the project would deal their issues, while some respondents 

demanded for infrastructures like Elder Centre, Stupa and so on. In addition, they don't want the 

Cambodia follows the previous KhmerRouge's path. 

 

 

What would you want the villagers to walk away with? 

We would like to promote a culture of peace and reconciliation in Community, specifically between 

the victim and former Khmer Rouge cadres. Moreover, we want villagers to learn method of conflict 

resolution and conciliation process in dealing with the past stories. They will also use this for 

strengthening relationship and together to guarantee the non-recurrent of the KR regime. Also it 

could be great if they can think of traditional songs/dance we can incorporate in the play.  

  



FORUM THEATRE TRAINING WEEK OVERVIEW 

On the basis of these objectives and discussions, RtR director George Wielgus and associate 

Maysoun Bouga proposed the following five-day training programme. 

LOGISTICS 

- 12-20 participants 

- members of an organisation that has been working with villagers victims (civil parties) of 

the Khmer Rouge  -alongside the international tribunal judging key personalities of 

Khmer Rouge responsible for mass deportation and forced eviction 

- 5 days, approx. 6 hours per day 

- will perform in villages during a touring mobile exhibition - that aim to inform the 

villagers of the proceedings of the  tribunal and seeks to engage the villager 

more actively in the reconciliation process. 

OUTCOMES 

- participants able to design and enact forum theatre plays 

- participants able to joker and facilitate sessions independently 

- participants able to critically access effectiveness of actions for evaluation and 

improvement 

- to give ideas of how to stop the oppression concerning the Civil Parties ‘suffering during 

the Khmer Rouge, in particular related to forced transfers since this project aims at 

contributing to the moral and collective reparation.  

- The audience will be able to provide individual/better solutions to deal with their past. 

- to promote a culture of peace and reconciliation in Community, specifically between the 

victim and former Khmer Rouge cadres. Moreover, we want villagers to learn method of 

conflict resolution and conciliation process in dealing with the past stories. They will also 

use this for strengthening relationship and together to guarantee the 

non-recurrent of the KR regime. 

 

SUGGESTED READING MATERIALS FOR PARTICIPANTS 

Augusto Boal –  200 Games For Actors & Non-Actors 

  Theatre of the Oppressed 

The Principles & Objectives of Theatre of the Oppressed – available from the International 

Organisation for the Theatre of the Oppressed (ITO). 

 

The detailed plan, including a day-by-day summary and breakdown of the activities initially 

proposed, is included in this report as Appendix B.  

 



ACTUAL OUTCOMES  

At the completion of the five-day training, the participants had produced and demonstrated 

comprehension and application of the following: 

- IMAGE THEATRE: participants were guided through image theatre as a foundation 

technique for dialogue generation and development of more complex techniques. 

- TRADITIONAL SONG & DANCE: participants had produced several pieces of song and 

movement and demonstrated comprehension of how these techniques can be used to 

attract, entertain and involve an audience, as well as using this as a training technique in 

their own preparatory sessions. 

- DRAMATISED TESTIMONIES: participants produced a number of dramatizations of 

actual testimony from the ECCC Tribunal, using techniques of image, sound, voice and 

movement to activate stories that previously existed just as documentation. The group 

demonstrated knowledge of how ‘actualising’ this information allowed a deeper, 

emotional connection with the events of the past and their impact in the present day. 

- FORUM THEATRE: participants were trained in the preparation, design and 

implementation of forum theatre as a tool for generating dialogue and community-lead 

problem solving. Not only were they included in the design process, but also they were 

given opportunity to design and implement their own ideas and versions, allowing them 

not only access to a model, but to the tools for the successful creation and adaptation of 

future models for tailored application. The forum training placed heavy emphasis on 

understanding the audience and the objectives of any such performance, before 

attempting to create a piece to dialogue with them. 

- JOKER TRAINING: participants were guided through the role, objectives and relationship 

of ‘the joker’ – a specialized form of mediator/facilitator specific to forum theatre and 

theatre of the oppressed. After appropriate preparation, two members of the group 

modeled and demonstrated this role for the rest of the group. 

- REVIEW & CRITICALITY: participants were trained in the reflexive techniques of peer- 

and self-review, imparting a useful skill for the development of continual improvement, 

reflection and  critical thinking. In order for the project to continue to evolve and 

develop independently of the RtR trainer, this skill was seen as paramount. 

- AUTONOMOUS PERFORMANCE: by the final day, the group had developed a high level 

of autonomy and independence with the techniques, and two sessions of forum theatre 

were guided and facilitated without the intervention of the RtR trainer. 

- RAINBOW OF DESIRE: one participant identified that forum theatre is better suited for 

dealing with external oppressions, rather than internal ones. As an introduction to 

another technique for dealing with internal (trauma-based or emotional) oppressions, 

some techniques of the Rainbow of Desire were included. 

 

 

 

 



A Brief Summary Of The Dramatised Testimonies 

Mrs Hour Channtha  

The testimony is included as Appendix C.1 

As a narrator read out the testimony, the group performed a series of stylized movements and 

repeated sounds recreating the arrival of the Khmer Rouge and the forced evacuation of Phnom 

Penh. After repeated images of soldiers and cadre members chanting ‘Phnom Penh is liberated!’ and 

‘You must leave now!’, members of the group recreated the image of elderly and disabled people 

being evacuated and transported to the fields, where they were forcibly made to labour, and then 

executed by cadre members when they failed to fulfil their duties. 

 

MRS YIM SOVANN 

The testimony is included as Appendix C.2 

Similarly as above, the dramatization featured a narrator reading the testimony, with the voices of 

those involved portrayed by other actors to create a more dynamic sound image. The image 

featured again the representation of the arrival of the Khmer Rouge and the forced eviction of 

families from Phnom Penh. The climax is the sacrifice of the husband in order to save the lives of his 

wife and family, admitting he is an ‘CIA agent’ in order that his families’ life might be spared, even if 

only so that they might labour at gunpoint in the fields. 

 

 Evaluation 

As a technique for dramatizing and actualizing the genuine testimonies, the group responded 

positively to the tools of image, sound and mime in order to create a powerful and emotional 

response to these stories in a simple yet effective manner. It was suggested in the discussion that 

these pieces would make an excellent opening to a forum, as it prepared the audience for a 

discussion and dialogue on what has happened in the past, and how these events effect our present 

and therefore our future.  



A Brief Summary of the Forums 

The following is a summary of the two pieces produced independently by the group and 

interventions that attempted to solve the presented problem. 

1) The Rejected Neighbour 

A group of villagers are singing and dancing together. A NEIGHBOUR passes, and VILLAGER  1 draws 

him in to the dance, teaching him some moves. VILLAGER 2 grows extremely angry, shouting and 

trying to attack the NEIGHBOUR, having to be held back by the others. The NEIGHBOUR leaves. 

VILLAGER 2 explains that the NEIGHBOUR is a former Khmer Rouge cadre member, and he would 

happily kill him for what he did. 

Later, VILLAGER 1 visits the neighbor and tries to speak to him about what happened. The 

NEIGHBOUR is so upset, he cannot respond. We see through images him remembering the things 

that happened in 1975, we see images of forced evictions, forced labour, the rise of the Khmer 

Rouge, and the execution of peasants. 

- Interventions 

 

1) Spectactor replaces VILLAGER 1 and tries different techniques to placate VILLAGER 

2. VILLAGER 2 remains extremely angry, but does listen to VILLAGER 1. 

2) Spectactor takes the role of VILLAGER 2 and happily invites the NEIGHBOUR to join 

in the dance. The audience complained that this was ‘not real’.  

3) Spectactor replaces NEIGHBOUR and tries to bring VILLAGER 2 some flowers to say 

sorry. VILLAGER 2 takes the flowers, but then throws them down on the ground and 

rejects the apology saying ‘it is too little, too late’. 

4) Spectactor takes the role of a policeman and enters into the disagreement, 

attempting to negotiate harmony between the fighting groups. 

5) Spectactor takes the role of VILLAGER 1 and visits the NEIGHBOUR later that day. 

They sit and talk and VILLAGER 1 tries to get the NEIGHBOUR to share his emotions 

and feelings about what happened in the past. 

Discussion & Evaluation 

Throughout the forum, it seemed clear that the audience was engaged in trying to find solutions to 

the extreme anger and pain of VILLAGER 2 and the suffering and rejection of the NEIGHBOUR. 

Attempts at reparation and reconciliation took the form of physically preventing violence and trying 

to find ways to get the various parties to talk to one another, even if that be through a third-party. 

The group seemed satisfied that interventions 4 and 5 seemed real and plausible as solutions to this 

problem. 

 Final Image 

As a final image, the audience converted the frozen image of anger and violence into one where 

everyone was sat together attempting to communicate with soft gestures and understanding.  



 

2) Post Traumatic Stress & the Wat 

An ELDERLY WOMAN prepares herself for bed and sleeps. We see her having a nightmare about 

what happened to her during the Khmer Rouge, where her HUSBAND is stopped from singing a song 

and taken captive by KHMER ROUGE guards, who first put him to work in the fields and then execute 

him. The WOMAN awakes from her dream and is extremely distressed and upset. At the wat where 

she lives, she becomes extremely angry with the other RESIDENTS and smashes a breakfast bowl of 

rice. The other RESIDENTS and a MONK try to comfort her and get her to talk about what is wrong, 

but she is unable to communicate her feelings and ends up rejecting the assistance of the others. 

 Interventions 

1) Spectactor replaces RESIDENT and attempts to speak to the WOMAN in a different 

manner, exercising patience and understanding in allowing her to be angry and upset, 

rather than reacting angrily as well. 

2) Spectactor takes the place of the WOMAN during her bad dream, and demonstrates 

practicing meditation as a way of coping with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 

3) Spectactor takes the place of the MONK and attempts to sit with her and allow her to 

explain herself, rather than maintaining a lofty and distant position above and away 

from her. 

 

Discussion & Evaluation 

In this forum, the techniques of the Rainbow of Desire were demonstrated and discussed through 

intervention 2, where the audience and actors saw and understood that internal or abstract 

oppressions can also be discussed through the use of image and theatre. The group responded 

positively to the suggestion that religion and internal work by the individual can be a valid and 

realistic response to PTSD, as well as experimenting with the different roles played in a village by 

figures such as peers (RESIDENT) and religious figures (MONK). 

 

 Final Image 

As a final image, the group reworked the image of the WOMAN suffering from nightmares and 

trauma to one where she assumed a peaceful, meditative posture at the centre of a nurturing 

community of equals supporting her recovery. 

  



JOKER REPORT 

The core group of participants was around 12, though at times as many as sixteen were present, and 

there was an equal gender balance. Two members of the group had had forum theatre training 

previously, and the majority of the group was familiar with techniques of facilitation and mediation, 

although to varying degrees of confidence and competence. The overall level of English was high, 

and for the majority of the session, translation was unnecessary except to clarify some of the more 

technical points. 

The five-day training was quickly understood to be an introductory session to give the group the 

essential skills and understanding to continue their own development autonomously once the RtR 

trainer had left. I am pleased to report that in the final sessions the group demonstrated clear and 

confident understanding of the purposes of forum theatre as regards to its use in the mobile 

exhibition and in other areas. In addition, they had also mastered the use of image theatre as a 

dialogue-generation technique, and been made aware of Rainbow of Desire as a method of 

discussing and debating internal rather than external oppressions. 

Most gratifying was the success of the two trainee jokers who guided the rest of the group through 

two independently created models of forum theatre. They successfully understood and enacted the 

role of joker as a ‘bridge’ between audience and actors, as a ‘difficultator’ and as a facilitator of 

audience-generated ideas. They overcame the usual hesitancy to allow people to cross the fourth-

wall and engage physically in finding solutions rather than verbalizing them, and I completed the 

session with every confidence that these groups were now capable of going out into ‘live’ situations 

and using these tools to generate dialogue and discussion on the subjects of their choice. 

In addition, all the elements had been imparted to create a significant performance piece using 

music, sound, motion and dance, using realia in the form of testimonies or generating unique pieces 

through the use of image theatre and discussion. This form of technique is similar to Newspaper 

Theatre, another part of the arsenal of techniques from Theatre of the Oppressed. 

The participants also demonstrated a healthy respect for the processes of preparation and review on 

either side of the performances, creating a strong foundation for further development and progress. 

The group identified clearly that five-days is enough for an introduction, but clearly stated a desire 

for subsequent training and a deepening of their knowledge and understanding in the future. 

Accordingly, attached to this report are proposals for future partnerships between RtR and KK. 

  



Proposed Future Objectives 

On the understanding that the mobile exhibition and interactive performance is scheduled to take 

place between July and September, and based on post-training discussions with the involved parties, 

Reboot The Roots would propose the following sessions: 

 

1) FORUM THEATRE REVIEW 

After having run and participated in forum theatre sessions, it is of great value to come back 

together to review and assess the successes and failures of such sessions, and to work with the 

group to improve and develop their skills for more effective forums in the future. RtR recommends a 

session either during or after the mobile exhibition tour for participants to come back together and 

collectively evaluate and share their experiences with this technique. Part of this would include 

effectively documenting and reviewing solutions generated by the forums, incorporating them into 

proposals to other service-providers and disseminating them as invaluable, first-hand research. 

  

2) JOKER TRAINING 

A series of sessions looking specifically at the role of the joker in forum theatre and the applicability 

of this skills set across a broader range of areas. This session would allow a deeper insight and 

practice of the techniques for all members of the group to study, as well as deepening participants 

knowledge of the practicalities and opportunities of forum theatre. 

 

3) RAINBOW OF DESIRE TRAINING 

A series of sessions focusing on the Rainbow of Desire and exploring how this technique can be used 

to help people come ‘unstuck’ from painful memories and experiences. This technique allows 

discussion and generation of solutions for dealing with internal oppressions in particular, which was 

identified during the training as a key aspect of dealing with post-traumatic stress and events that 

happened in the past. 

 

More detailed information on the aims and objectives of these sessions is available on request from 

Reboot The Roots. 
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1. Context 

Cambodians experienced appalling atrocities committed by the Khmer Rouge regime from 1975 

to 1979 when nearly 2 million Cambodians, a full quarter of the population, died, from 

execution, starvation, forced labor, malnutrition and torture. The Khmer Rouge regime turned 

Cambodia into a killing field. Throughout the regime, they purged their own ranks and carried 

out brutal executions against perceived “enemies” – politicians or soldiers of the former 

government, “intellectuals” such as teachers, doctors or artists, and any other Cambodian 

perceived to be dangerous to the regime – depleting Cambodia of its social capital. They also 

implemented radical social transformations destroying the way people made sense of their own 

existence through their relationships to others and to the spiritual world. The family, 

Cambodians’ social unit that offers emotional support, was destroyed and supplanted by 

‘collectives’; husbands and wives were separated and children were put into children units. 



Numerous survivors report that adults were forced to marry in mass ceremonies. In order to 

spread fear and terror people were systematically taken away from their homes, sent to 

education camps or evacuated to new locations. For most, this usually meant death. 

 

More than 30 years after the fall of the Khmer Rouge and the Vietnamese-backed genocide 

tribunal in Cambodia in 1979, the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) are 

the first serious effort to investigate and try “senior leaders of Democratic Kampuchea and 

those who were most responsible for crimes committed between 17 April 1975 and 6 January 

1979”. The ECCC are unique for two reasons. First, the ECCC’s national-international nature 

allows for an unprecedented level of cooperation and coordination between the UN and the 

Cambodian government. Being a hybrid court, it “forms part of the Cambodian domestic legal 

system, but also incorporates international components”. Cambodian as well as international 

criminal law is applied and ECCC staff on all levels is recruited from international as well as 

national experts. Second, the ECCC are the first hybrid tribunal to implement the civil law 

system based on the French tradition permitting survivors to participate in the criminal 

proceedings as “Civil Parties,” a mechanism that allows for a level of victim participation 

unprecedented in other international tribunals. In addition, survivors can still function as 

witnesses or submit complaints as in any other international tribunal. This new Civil Party 

mechanism gives survivors additional procedural rights allowing for more active involvement in 

the legal proceedings, and the right to seek collective and moral reparations, innovations that 

have been widely praised as a historic step forward to improve survivors’ rights. In Case 002, 

3,866 survivors participate as Civil Parties in the proceedings before the ECCC and will request 

reparations. However, given a lack of funding for reparations from the court and/or state, 

external funding sources are essential to fulfill Civil Parties’ reparation requests. 

2. Project Rationale 

The ECCC’s mandate to grant “collective and moral reparations” in case of a conviction through 

external funding sources enable Civil Society to seek funding – either individually or in 

collaboration with the Victims Support Section of the ECCC – for a number of reparation 

projects. Over the last months, 16 such reparation measures have been developed in a 

participatory and collaborative process by the Lead Co-Lawyers of the ECCC, the Victims 

Support Section of the ECCC, the Civil Party lawyers and other relevant stakeholders. The Lead 



Co-Lawyers then selected a limited number of prioritized reparation projects to be submitted to 

the trial chamber by the Lead Co-Lawyers.  

 

All reparation projects are based on Civil Party requests as identified during extensive 

consultations with Civil Parties in Case 002 of the trial. Moreover, Civil Parties and their 

representatives were closely involved in the project development. They decided that 

information and knowledge building initiatives should be among the top priorities of 

reparations in Case 002. This outcome is in line with recent survey results as well as the 

experiences of most Cambodian NGOs in the working field.  

 

Moreover, there have been several public opinion polls and other research studies that have 

similar findings: most Cambodians polled want a tribunal, but they want to know ‘the truth’ - 

why Khmer killed Khmer and who was behind the Khmer Rouge. Indeed, despite a number of 

significant outreach activities by the ECCC and civil society concentrating on informing the 

public and improving knowledge and understanding of the court’s activities, many Cambodians 

still do not know much about the Khmer Rouge past and the ECCC’s proceedings, in particular in 

rural areas. However, without learning about the atrocities and acknowledging them publicly, 

survivors and families have little opportunities to commence the mourning process, and their 

experiences fail to find a permanent space in society, thus remaining absent from the collective 

history.  

 

Moreover, there is a lack of opportunities and places to reconnect with the past, mourn and 

share experiences. The reasons for this situation are multi-dimensional: first, the Khmer Rouge 

regime left a nationwide legacy of poor conflict management skills, and a culture of silence 

around the Khmer Rouge period. Secondly, over 80% of Cambodians live in rural areas many of 

them with little access to higher education and/or the public media. Moreover, around 60% of 

all Cambodians were born after the Khmer Rouge regime. The majority of the Cambodian 

population therefore relies on accounts of contemporary witnesses to understand the recent 

history of their country. However, this information is often incomplete and does not 

contextualize personal experiences in the wider historical context. Third, despite a number of 

significant memorialization efforts at the national level, few attempts were made to deal 

publicly with the Khmer Rouge past at the local level. In addition, much information presented 



appears to be complicated and hard to grasp. For instance, the informative and educative 

character and the one-off approach of many information and education activities did not leave 

much space for narrative elements and cautious reconstructions of personal and collective 

traumatic histories.  

 

Moreover, information activities were mostly connected to the judicial process of the ECCC. 

Few activities addressed broader aspects of Cambodia’s transitional justice process, such as the 

after-effects of the war on Cambodian communities, past and current reconstruction efforts, 

and so on. This form of outreach work can actually be harmful, and re-traumatize participants. 

However, without comprehensive activities that seek to inform and engage rural Cambodians in 

the transitional justice process, the ECCC are unlikely to contribute significantly to a nation-

wide culture of memory and respect for the survivors, and to facilitate the process of facing the 

past and eventual reconciliation.  

 

Indeed, the ECCC are vital not only to foster retributive justice but as part of a larger societal 

attempt at social reconstruction and reconciliation. It is therefore essential that information on 

the Khmer Rouge past is provided to a wider cross-section of Cambodian communities. Only 

then the ECCC can fulfill its mandate of helping the Cambodian people in the pursuit of justice 

and national reconciliation, as stated in the Preamble to the Agreement between the United 

Nations and the Royal Government of Cambodia Concerning the Prosecution under Cambodian 

Law of Crimes committed during the Period of Democratic Kampuchea. 

 

For the above-mentioned problems and underlying reasons, the general aim of this reparation 

projects is to improve Cambodians’ level of knowledge and understanding of the country’s past 

conflict, with a focus on forced transfers and to foster Cambodians’ engagement in truth telling 

initiatives. To this end, this proposal offers (1) mobile exhibitions and (2) interactive outreach 

activities as essential additional functions. It is anticipated that the active participation of 

survivors and their communities increases the ownership and interest of Cambodians in the 

ECCC. Both strategies also aim to provide people with opportunities to both reconnect with the 

past and to identify linkages to abuses in the present. As such they have the potential for 

engaging Cambodians in pro-actively coping with Cambodia’s human rights record today.  



 

It is further hoped that the strong involvement of local authorities will improve their 

commitment to continuously improve their performance in terms of good governance. The 

project will also contribute to a culture of democracy by providing space for personal narratives 

that complement the national historiography (“history from below”) and by engaging new 

generations in the lessons of the past. Finally, the project will address the problem of individual 

and collective trauma as it will not only create knowledge on the Khmer Rouge past but also 

foster understanding and empathy with survivors. 

 

With the momentum created from the Duch trial (Case 001), the ECCC’s renewed mandate to 

provide collective and moral reparations as well as first external funding sources, the ECCC and 

other stakeholders are now well equipped to foster in more integrated manner Cambodians 

knowledge on the Khmer Rouge period through reparations. However, both the ECCC and civil 

society continue to struggle with distinct resource constraints. Additional funding by the 

international community is urgently needed to secure the provision of reparations. 

 

3. Goal 

 Promoting a culture of peace and reconciliation in Cambodia through moral and 

collective reparations 

4. Objectives 

 To foster the public acknowledgment of Civil Parties’ suffering during the Khmer Rouge 

regime, in particular related to forced transfers 

 To inform the public on the Khmer Rouge past, with particular emphasis on the issue of 

forced transfers 

 To strengthen the participatory engagement of Cambodians in reflecting on the Khmer 

Rouge past 

5. Strategies 

This project aims to address the collective and moral need to understand the past, specifically 

the topic of forced transfers, through a mobile exhibition (1) and surrounding awareness raising 



and education events (2). To this end, the project foresees the implementation of a “Knowledge 

building strategy” and a “Community engagement strategy”. This combination of strategies has 

been designed to inform and involve rural Cambodian people (app. 90% of the Cambodian 

population) in the transitional justice process. While the majority of exhibitions and outreach 

will be conducted in the rural areas of Cambodia, outreach events will also take place in urban 

areas. 

Knowledge building strategy 

The main aim of this first strategy is to document civil party experiences of harms suffered 

under the Khmer Rouge regime, including specific experience of women and ethnic minorities, 

and make these accounts available to a wider public. This will provide Civil Parties with some 

form of acknowledgement for their suffering, and will inform the Cambodian public. The main 

focus of the exhibition will be on the topic of forced transfers. It will include aspects of all 

crimes adjudicated in Case 002 and highlight the target groups. The exhibition will further 

include material on long-term consequences of forced transfers such as the loss of property, 

the inability to return home, atrocities against ethnic groups, etc.  

 

Furthermore, the exhibition will include a series of Civil Party statements. The Civil Party 

lawyers and the Lead Co-Lawyers will choose which relevant statements of the Civil Parties will 

be exposed in order to explain what happened during forced transfers. Civil Parties experiences 

will also be recorded to make these experiences accessible to a wider audience. In order to 

have a more visual approach to the trajectories that were walked, the exhibition will further 

demonstrate the routes of transfers of some Civil Parties. Additional contents of the exhibition 

will include material from the project partners’ previous outreach activities, as well as other 

stakeholder organizations such as the Virtual Tribunal. These include art works, information 

leaflets, locally produced books and pictures, and participatory film productions produced by 

Cambodian Civil Society and the ECCC.  

 

Finally, assessments will be carried out in each target region to identify and integrate the 

outputs of local memorialization initiatives. A comprehensive catalogue will provide a foreign 

audience as well as the Cambodian population with more information regarding forced 



transfers. In addition, a booklet, intended for a younger audience, will be produced and 

disseminated. 

Community engagement strategy 

Experience has shown that many Cambodians have difficulties to relate formal educational 

content to their personal lives if it is not presented in an interactive, participatory and 

pedagogically adequate way. Thus, the project foresees a community engagement strategy that 

allows for the active participation of Civil Parties and their communities in participatory 

outreach events surrounding the mobile exhibition. To this end, particular attention will be 

given to the design and implementation of interactive exhibition methods and tools such as 

quiz, art workshops, film screenings, and forum theatre performances – all related to the topic 

of forced transfers, Khmer Rouge history, and the ECCC.  

 

In addition, Kdei Karuna and Youth for Peace will conduct intergenerational community 

dialogues on the topic of forced transfers in relation to local experiences. Civil Parties and other 

community members will thus have a forum to speak out, and tell their story in front of a wider 

audience thereby receiving some acknowledgement for their suffering and empowering other 

community members to take action in memorialization activities. Special attention will be given 

to ensure the inclusion of experiences of women and ethnic minorities. Moreover, youth will be 

able to ask direct questions to survivors, an important approach as youth are currently not 

sufficiently involved in the reconciliation process. 

 

ADHOC’s countrywide system of civil party representatives will ensure the contact to and 

involvement of Civil Parties. ADHOC’s app. 122 civil party representatives have been extensively 

trained in the facilitation of outreach activities in the context of the tribunal, and will use their 

skills and expertise during each exhibition. As in previous outreach projects, TPO, one of a few 

Cambodian mental health organizations in the field of transitional justice, will provide 

psychological support services for the time of the exhibitions. Finally, all exhibitions will be 

documented through one accompanying documentary film that will be used to document and 

disseminate best practices. 



6. Activities 

 

 

Production phase 

 

1. Staff selection &staff training e.g. through partner NGOs 

2. Technical Working Group Meeting to Design Materials: All stakeholders, partners and 

CP representatives will be invited to join three consultation meetings to discuss and 

provide more inputs into the production material (Exhibition Booklets, films, 

Information boards…etc.) at the beginning, middle and final stage. The draft production 

materials will be present in the consultation workshop with concerned stakeholders 

and partners to give inputs and receive feedback.   

3. Collecting IEC material& Field Work/ Interviews with CPs: The project implementing 

staff will travel to the provinces to conduct interviews with CPs about their stories and 

experience during the Khmer Rouge regime, especially forced transfers. After the first 

consultation meeting, our partners such as ADHOC, CHRAC, and CDP will facilitate 

contact to CPs. Those stories and experiences will be used with the information boards 

and exhibition booklets.  

4. Designing and Printing Exhibition Materials And Construction Materials: After collecting 

resources, raw materials and comments/feedback from stakeholders, the exhibition 

materials (exhibition booklet, introductory film, information boards, video clips, and IEC 

publications) will be compiled and put into a coherent exhibition concept. 

5. Design Framework Program: All stakeholders, partners and CP representatives will be 

invited again to provide input to the design of exhibition activities (e.g. dialogue forum, 

art workshop, forum theatre, film screening, etc.) 

6. Produce a documentary film: The project team will compile documents, clips 

throughout the implementation of all ME activities. This film will be disseminated in 

other project activities, museums, learning centers, memorials in Cambodia and abroad 

to document lessons learned from the reparation program and to educate future 

generations.  

 

Implementation phase 

http://www.fundsforngos.org/free-resources-for-ngos/how-to-train-ngo-staff-in-fundraising/
http://www.fundsforngos.org/category/trainings/


 

1. Ground Preparation: Project staff will visit the community to introduce the idea of the 

mobile exhibition, to ensure participation from diverse groups within the community. 

The meeting will include regional and local government representatives and community 

stakeholders (e.g. religious leaders, local artists, teachers and CPs, etc.). 

2. Interactive Mobile Exhibition:  

- Publicity and Local Installment of Mobile Exhibition: Project staff will announce the 

ME activity to the public two days in advance (announcements through radio, mobile 

loudspeakers in surrounding communities, posters, flyers, etc.) 

- ME Implementation: The activities include Dialogue Forums with CPs, Art Workshops 

and exhibition, Forum Theater performances, Film Screenings, etc.) 

3. Monitoring and Evaluation: The Management Team will visit all target sites and collect 

monitoring data and feedback from beneficiaries. 

 

7. Target Areas & Groups 

Target Areas 

 

The majority of activities will be conducted in rural areas of Cambodia targeting beneficiaries 

who usually do not have access to similar initiatives at the national level. In the long run, it is 

intended to install the mobile exhibition and to implement the three-day framework program 

in six target locations covering six Cambodian provinces. 

The project partners will conduct a detailed mapping exercise to further specify the target 

locations. The following selection criteria have been developed: 

o Geographical distribution: north-west, north-east  

o CP interests  

o Proximity to a regional capital  

o Proximity to sites of forced transfers 

o Accessibility  

o Community capacity and involvement  

o NGO resources  



Primary beneficiaries 

This project will primarily benefit those 3,866 Civil Parties that were declared admissible in Case 

002 of the trial because most of them experienced forced transfers. The project will place 

particular emphasis on the inclusion of Civil Parties who were not yet involved in other 

outreach activities, as well as female Civil Parties and Civil Parties from minority groups because 

they face particularly high obstacles when it comes to getting involved in the transitional justice 

process. Civil Parties and Civil Party Representatives will benefit from the project through 

logistic support during exhibition attendance, the participation in the exhibition design, and the 

participation and active engagement in community dialogues and other educational activities. 

They will further be able to provide valuable lessons from their own memorialization initiatives, 

and will feedback experiences from the exhibition into their communities thereby broadening 

the impact of the project. 

Secondary beneficiaries 

Khmer Rouge Survivors and the general public: being a public information place the Cambodia 

population will also benefit from the exhibition and surrounding activities. The public will 

benefit from the project through exhibition attendance, the participation in all outreach 

activities surrounding the exhibition, and media reporting. 

Members of the 122 CP representatives: these are the main point of liaison between the ECCC 

and Civil Parties who seek participation in the ECCC proceedings.  

 

Key community stakeholders: key community stakeholders such as GO and NGO 

representatives, survivors associations, religious leaders, local artists, etc. will benefit from the 

project through improved access to information on Khmer Rouge crimes, and new knowledge 

and experiences as acquired during outreach activities. 

 

The international transitional justice community: knowledge-sharing activities are targeted 

towards national and international programmers, practitioners, the research community, and 

staff of the national justice system. 

 



8. Work Plan 

Preliminary Time Plan: 

 Total project time: 12 months 

 Production phase: months Oct 2013 – April 2014 after project begin 

 Implementation Phase: months May2014– Sep2014 after project begin 

Funds are secured for Production phase and implementation phase. 

 

GANTT 

CHART 
                          

Year 1 2013 2014   

        

Month       

Activity 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Implementi

ng Body 

Production Phase  

1. Staff 

selection & 

staff 

training 

                      

  

KdK&YFP 

  

2. 

Technical 

Working 

Group 

Meeting 

for design 

material  

                        KdK&YFP 

3. 

Collecting 

IEC 

materials 

& Field 

work 

Interview 

with CPs 

                        KdK&YFP 

4.                         KdK&YFP 



Designing 

& Printing 

Exhibition 

Materials 

and 

constructi

on 

materials  

5. Design 

Framewor

k Program 

(Technical 

Working 

Group) 

                      

  KdK&YFP 

    

Implementation Phase 

1. Ground 

preparatio

n  ( 

identify 

location ) 

                        KdK&YFP 

2. 

Interactive 

Mobile 

Exhibition: 

Promoting 

a Culture 

of Peace 

and 

Reconciliat

ion 

through 

Informatio

n and 

Truth 

Telling 

Initiatives 

                        KdK&YFP 

2.1. 

Publicity 

Local 

Installmen

t of 

Exhibition 

Materials 

                        KdK&YFP 

2.2.Dialog                         KdK&YFP 



ue forum 

(Incl. CPs)  

2.3. Art 

workshop  
                        KdK&YFP 

3. 

Exhibition, 

theater / 

concert 

and Film 

Screening  

                        KdK&YFP 

4. 

Monitorin

g, 

Evaluation 

and Final 

Report 

                        KdK&YFP 

9. Risks & Assumptions 
The project relies on a number of assumptions and will have to deal with several anticipated 

risks: 

Risks related to a potential lack of cooperation from local government officials will be dealt with 

by building on relationships with provincial authorities, and by encouraging the peer support 

networks to create and maintain links with government and community leaders at different 

levels. The RGC has approved the project in principle and experience from other comparable 

activities shows that local authorities usually appreciate the outreach work. 

 

The decision of the ECCC trial chamber on Civil Parties’ reparation requests, presents a risk, as it 

is not clear if all reparation projects will be accepted. The judges may grant reparation awards 

to Civil Parties in their final verdict when the following requirements are fulfilled: 

 The accused are convicted of the crimes which are addressed by the requested 

reparations. 

 Only collective and moral Reparations may be granted 

 Funding of Reparations must be secured before submission of the reparations request 



 Where the involvement or agreement of the Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC) is 

required in order to implement a reparations project, such approval must be obtained 

prior to the submission of the project to the court. 

 

The proposed project fulfills all of these criteria. In case of a rejection by the trial chamber, the 

recently amended ECCC Internal Rules open up a second opportunity for the implementation of 

this project as “non-judicial measures” through external funding sources.  

Moreover, despite their potential benefits, truth-seeking initiatives also risk to initiate new 

community conflicts. This risk is mitigated by the use of the above-mentioned methods of 

dialogue and open discussion. In addition, evaluation and monitoring results from similar pilot 

projects in the past demonstrate that the project strategy is well suited to reduce violence and 

conflicts. 

10. Sustainability 
The intention of this project is to spark a discussion and reflection in the communities about 

past conflicts and dealing with them. The mobile exhibition can create a momentum for 

continued dialogue, especially with the post-war generation.  These are the first steps towards 

a healthy approach to dealing with the past which fosters reconciliation in the long run. 

 

The project partners will keep the wider donor community fully informed about the progress 

and outcome of the work, feeding back both "best practices" and failures for discussion in 

national and international networks and congresses as well as via research publications and 

inter-NGO discussions. This will serve other organizations (e.g. other international tribunals) as 

a guideline for activities and will ensure additional support by non-governmental and 

governmental institutions. It is hoped that this approach will also secure increased interest and 

thus funding towards reparations and non-judicial measures in Cambodia. 

 

The project will further add synergy effects to a number of the project partners’ present and 

planned projects. Both organizations currently plan additional projects focusing on the 

construction of memorials and the preservation of crime sites across Cambodia. The mobile 

exhibition aims to visit a number of these memorial sites to enrich them with more 



comprehensive outreach and information activities. More specifically, training on community 

theatre methods and tools will allow the two organizations to integrate this approach in their 

future projects and programs. Many of the Civil Parties engaged under this project will further 

benefit from TPO’s psychosocial services, which will be implemented in a separate reparation 

program. 

 

The project further foresees to use all exhibition material as produced in this project in future 

reconciliation projects and/or to document the project through publications e.g. in diverse 

media outlets such as the ECCC’s Virtual Tribunal. The collection of unique material enriches 

the historic record that can be used for future education, outreach and awareness raising 

purposes. 

"Local ownership" and follow-up services are ensured through the project partners’ permanent 

presence in the target regions, their strong reliance on community-based staff and peer 

support networks, and the organizations’ participatory working approach. The close 

involvement of Civil Party representatives in particular will further strengthen the 

organizations’ contact to this important national peer support network. 

11. Partnerships, Roles and Responsibilities 

KdeiKaruna and Youth for Peace 

 

Kdei Karuna and Youth for Peace will be the two implementing organizations in this project. 

Throughout the production phase of the project, KdK will be responsible for collection, 

production, and compilation of exhibition materials (including information boards, publications, 

and audio-visual material) as well as the design of the framework activities in close consultation 

with KdK’s main partner (YfP) and the Technical Working Group. In the second phase of the 

project (Implementation Phase), the two implementing partners will install the exhibition in a 

total of six sites. The partners are committed to raise further funds and/or incorporate this 

project in future proposals to existing donors to allow for synergies with existing activities and 

outreach work and the partners will have separate contracts with the funding institution and 

carry out technical and financial management independently.  



 

 

Over past years, KdK and YFP have been at the forefront of restorative justice initiatives such as 

memorialization, truth-seeking, and dialogue. Although other NGOs have also done work 

related to truth-telling and memorialization, the projects of these two organizations are 

ground-breaking as they offer community-engaged and process-driven initiatives at the local 

and regional level that relate educational content to survivors and their communities in 

interactive and participatory ways. Both organizations have implemented various activities in 

relation to peace education and youth development, and use exhibitions, memorials and 

community dialogues as creative ways of reflecting upon the past with others and to transform 

mass killing places into vivid historical sites of remembrance. Additional activities include the 

production and dissemination of written, photographic, and audiovisual material on the Khmer 

Rouge period, such as films, painting or books produced by Khmer Rouge survivors.  

 

Through this approach, both partners hope to promote the understanding of Khmer Rouge 

history and to establish a positive legacy for the ECCC. These activities have been vital to bring 

Cambodia’s transitional justice process to where it is now.  

 

The Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) 

 

The Victims Support Section and the Lead Co-Lawyers of the ECCC are mandated to identify and 

design the reparation measures, and to engage in the design and implementation of non-

judicial measures.  

 

The ECCC distinguishes between the following two mandates: 

 Collective and Moral Reparations 

o 3,866 survivors have been admitted as Civil Parties by the ECCC who are 

represented by the Lead Co-lawyers and the Civil Party Lawyers in the 



proceedings at the ECCC. These Civil Parties can seek for collective and moral 

reparations, which could be granted by the judges in the final verdict. 

 Non-Judicial Measures 

o Besides the judicial process, the Victims Support Section shall be entrusted with 

the development of Non-Judicial Measures (NJM) together with external 

partners addressing the broader interests of survivors. 

The Lead Co-Lawyers of the ECCC 

The Lead Co-Lawyers bear the ultimate responsibility for the overall advocacy, strategy and in-

court presentation of the interests of the consolidated group of Civil Parties at the trial stage 

and beyond. As such, the Lead Co-Lawyers played a key role in the development of the 

reparation projects. The Lead Co-Lawyers, will not be involved in the implementation of this 

project but will maintain an advisory role through the Technical Working Group. 

The Victims Support Section of the ECCC 

The VSS has been facilitating the development of reparation projects and has successfully 

secured funds for their implementation (EUR 100,000 from the German Ministry for 

Cooperation and Development, BMZ, for Mobile Exhibition). VSS will administer and manage 

these funds and subcontract the partner NGOs to implement the project. VSS will take 

responsibility for monitoring and reporting for all reparations project activities covered by VSS 

funds. 

 

Additional NGO partners 

The partnership will be complemented by four additional civil society organizations – CDP, 

CHRAC, ADHOC and TPO - all with ample expertise in the fields of justice, healing and 

reconciliation. To this end, CDP will engage in the design and training for the community 

theatre component, CHRAC will produce a booklet with the experiences of Civil Parties, ADHOC 

will facilitate the contact to the beneficiaries of its existing Civil Party representative system, 

and TPO will provide psychological services through its clinic and during outreach. All four 

associate partners will engage in collaborative planning and review meetings throughout the 

project cycle.  



 

The following section provides detailed information on the above-mentioned NGOs: 

 

CDP is a human rights organization that has been representing survivors of the Khmer Rouge 

before the ECCC since 2009. As a result of submissions by CDP lawyers on behalf of their clients, 

forced marriage was included as crime against humanity in the investigations. Increasing 

numbers of GBV survivors since then came forward with their stories and filed Civil Party 

applications. CDP also conducts outreach activities, in particular on GBV under the Khmer 

Rouge, in rural areas. In 2010 and 2012 CDP organized the first two international “Women’s’ 

Hearings” in Cambodia with guests from other international tribunals and beyond. The long-

standing experience of CDP's key staff in the implementation of community theatre as well as 

gender-sensitive transitional justice measures will ensure the setting up of multi-disciplinary 

and competent team for the design of the project’s community theatre component, as well as a 

gender sensitive approach during project design. 

 

TPO has extensive experience in managing large projects for a broad range of donors and 

clients. TPO´s senior staff is looking back on many years of psychosocial practice and served as 

team leaders or project managers in various mental health assignments, many of which focus 

on Domestic Violence and drinking disorders. TPO further successfully implements psychosocial 

transitional justice programs since 2005. Based on an official MoU with the ECCC, TPO offers 

comprehensive psychological services to ECCC witnesses and Civil Parties ranging from 

preparatory interventions, to on-site support during the proceedings and intense follow-up 

care. Over the past 3 years TPO has been providing mental health training to ECCC staff, 

facilitating community-based truth-telling as well as conducting research on mental health and 

victim participation. Whereas KdK and YFP primarily aim to mobilize community resources, TPO 

offers an approach to truth finding and memorialization focusing more on the use of culture-

sensitive trauma treatment methods derived from testimonial therapy that aim to combine 

western and local concepts of trauma healing allowing survivors of violence to reconstruct their 

traumatic memories in a safe setting and by linking their experiences to a wider societal 

narrative. TPO will provide primary and secondary psychological services for the duration of the 

mobile exhibition, through its clinic in Phnom Penh as well as through outpatient care during 

outreach activities. 



 

Since the beginning of its activities in relation to the Khmer Rouge trials in mid 2005, CHRAC has 

engaged with many survivors as well as with the general population through key member 

organizations engaged in the transitional justice process. In addition, the CHRAC Secretariat’s 

outreach program has disseminated information throughout the country and has thereby 

contributed to raise people’s awareness with regard to ECCC. This has been done primarily 

through two means: radio broadcasting facilitated by the Women’s Media Center of Cambodia 

(WMC) and the monthly publication of a newsletter on the Khmer Rouge trials in the Khmer 

language which is directed at people living in provincial areas. Both are disseminated under the 

heading "KRT Watch". The radio call-in shows cover about 13 provinces while the KRT 

newsletters are regularly distributed to all 23 provincial areas. 

 

Since the end of 2006 ADHOC has been running its “Khmer Rouge Trials and International 

Criminal Court Program”. Its main objective is to ensure that the Extraordinary Chambers in the 

Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) succeeds in delivering justice to the survivors of the Khmer Rouge, 

and to seek safeguards that will prevent the perpetration of similar mass crimes in the future. 

Specific objectives include increased awareness and understanding of the ECCC and its victim 

participation scheme; the expansion and enhancement of victim participation through 

education on the court and the Civil Party application process, offering assistance and guidance 

to survivors throughout the application process; the communication between the Court and 

survivors, Civil Parties, their lawyers and Civil Party Lead Co-Lawyers; the meaningful 

participation by supporting Civil Parties to attend the trial by providing financial and logistical 

assistance; and the protection of the rights of Civil Parties by acting as a mouthpiece for victim’s 

rights, and providing critical dialogue and guidance to the court and other actors regarding 

victim participation. 

ADHOC’s main role will be the facilitation of contacts to its Civil Party Representative system, a 

network of more than 200 Civil Party representatives who have been trained in the use of 

community dialogues. ADHOC will also provide technical advice during regular planning 

meetings. 



12. Management structures & arrangements 
Both organizations will have separate sub-contracts with the VSS and manage the funds 

allocated and assigned activities independently and in accordance with their financial policies 

and statutes. KdK will be in charge of preparation, design and production of exhibition material 

and closely work with YfP. Decisions on conceptual questions will be taken in consultation with 

all stakeholders. To this end, a technical working group will be set up comprising 

representatives of all relevant entities (ECCC representatives, Civil Parties, partner NGOs). The 

technical working group covers technical questions from conceptual considerations, to 

knowledge management as well as backstopping and quality control of ongoing activities. The 

multi-disciplinary of the team allows the technical working group to integrate different 

viewpoints, develop creative solutions and increase effectiveness. All members of the technical 

working group know each other from previous collaborations. The partners will attach great 

importance to regular meetings between the management team and the involved technical 

working group to address challenges and encourage cross-fertilization. A schedule of progress 

meetings will be laid out in the initial phase of the project. 

13. Monitoring& Evaluation 
The project partners aim for a rights based, results oriented and participatory evaluation 

approach. Indeed, the partners see evaluations not as an event at the end of the project, but 

instead as an important part of the project whose function is to assess progress towards 

outputs and outcomes and to feed into planning and improve action. Thus, the main objective 

of the M&E plan is to track the progress and review the implementation, quality, and impact of 

the program's activities, outputs and outcomes and to adjust interventions accordingly.  

 

M&E in this program aims to be inclusive, participatory and collaborative. It aims to provide 

opportunities for a continuous learning process in which beneficiaries can ask questions and 

engage in dialogues to reflect on the program's goals and activities. In this respect, the vision, 

voices and responsibilities of female and male beneficiaries of this program, in tracking 

progress towards achievement of the goals of the program is important. Thus, M&E will use 

methods usually associated with participatory rural appraisal or participatory action research. 

Internal Monitoring System 



The implementing organizations will be responsible for the overall monitoring, documentation 

and evaluation. KdK and YFP have developed standard procedures and regulations for all stages 

of project implementation and the routine tracking of program parameters such as: 

implementation of activities according to schedule, disbursement scale and budgeting, and 

regular and timely reporting. 

All activities will be monitored and progress will be checked regularly. This includes the 

production of six-monthly interim and detailed yearly reports. In addition, pre- and post- 

assessments will be conducted to measure the impact of the intervention on people’s 

knowledge of the Khmer Rouge period, among other questions. 

 

This quality assurance system facilitates the transparent monitoring of the project progress and 

provides the basis for the communication of results. It will allow for early detection of potential 

or emerging problems, and provide the opportunity for re-adjustments. 

Internal Evaluation 

An initial baseline assessment will be conducted with Civil Parties and partners as well as in 

potential target locations. The baseline assessment will help to measure the level of progress at 

the end of the project period. During this assessment the project partners will also review all 

indicators, and additional indicators and milestones will be defined if necessary. 

Implementing Partners will internally conduct a project evaluation at the end of 

Implementation phase. It will focus on the assessment of the project impact, and identify and 

document best practices and lessons learnt that will feed in further activities in other target 

areas. 

14. Budget 
The total amount raised by VSS for this project is 100,000 EUR. The budget will be used for the 

design and production of the exhibition materials and for the implementation of mobile 

exhibition after the material productions made. The two implementing partners will receive 

subcontracts from VSS to implement the mentioned project. KdK will receive a share of EUR 

67,500 to design and produce the exhibition and implement it in three sites. YfP will receive 

EUR 32,500 to implementation in three sites. For budget details, please see attachment. 

Commented [MT1]: No budget for hiring external consultant 



  



APPENDIX B – FORUM THEATRE TRAINING WEEK PLAN 

LOGISTICS 

- 12-20 participants 

- members of an organisation that has been working with villagers victims (civil parties) of 

the Khmer Rouge  -alongside the international tribunal judging key personalities of 

Khmer Rouge responsible for mass deportation and forced eviction 

- 5 days, approx. 6 hours per day 

- will perform in villages during a touring mobile exhibition - that aim to inform the 

villagers of the proceedings of the  tribunal and seeks to engage the villager 

more actively in the reconciliation process. 

OUTCOMES 

- participants able to design and enact forum theatre plays 

- participants able to joker and facilitate sessions independently 

- participants able to critically access effectiveness of actions for evaluation and 

improvement 

- to give ideas of how to stop the oppression concerning the Civil Parties ‘suffering during 

the Khmer Rouge, in particular related to forced transfers since this project aims at 

contributing to the moral and collective reparation.  

- The audience will be able to provide individual/better solutions to deal with their past. 

- to promote a culture of peace and reconciliation in Community, specifically between the 

victim and former Khmer Rouge cadres. Moreover, we want villagers to learn method of 

conflict resolution and conciliation process in dealing with the past stories. They will also 

use this for strengthening relationship and together to guarantee the 

non-recurrent of the KR regime. 

 

SUGGESTED READING MATERIALS FOR PARTICIPANTS 

Augusto Boal –  200 Games For Actors & Non-Actors 

  Theatre of the Oppressed 

The Principles & Objectives of Theatre of the Oppressed – available from the International 

Organisation for the Theatre of the Oppressed (ITO) (see attached file.) 

  



DAY Session 1 (90 mins) Session 2 (90 mins) Session 3 (90 mins) Session 4 (90 mins) 

1 IMAGE INTRODUCTIONS 
 
SPARKS/WARM-UP 
SESSION/ GAMES 
 

IMAGE THEATRE (1) 
 
Exploring image 
techniques: mirror, 
clay modeling, 
solo/couple/group 
images 

IMAGE THEATRE 
(2) 
Activating the 
image – sound and 
movement 
 
Telling a story (3 
images with sound 
and movement) 

DISCUSSION 
 
Evaluation 
 
Homework! 

2 FORUM WARM-UP – can 
anyone remember 
the games? Teach 
them to us? 
 
Sound/Action 
game (Carnival?) 
 
Making an image of 
an oppression 
 
Developing image 
into a forum. 
 

Developing a forum. 
 
Collectively design 
image. 
 
Give each character 
a desire. 
 
Begin to activate. 
 
Rehearse, analyse 
together. 
 
Swap all characters. 

Run as forum 
piece. 
 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
Analysis of forum. 
 
Solutions. 
 
Homework – groups 
to teach something 
to others- games, 
song, dance, etc. 

3 JOKER Student lead 
teaching … focus 
on joker skills. (20 
mins per group 
plus feedback). 
 
 
 

What is a joker? 
Student/teacher 
 
Interactivity 
 
Neutrality 

Developing another 
forum. 
 
Independently. 
 
Whole group to 
create, agree. 

FORUM 
 
Now the joker to 
swap. Analyse as we 
go. 

4 DEVISE Discussion on 
objectives/design 
of forum with 
song/dance/intro …  

Devising time. Devising time. 
Extending. 

Preparing joker. 

5 PLAY Prep. 
 

FORUM 1. FORUM 2. Evaluation. 

 



DAY 1 – IMAGE 

OBJECTIVES 

- to engage and energise participants 

- to apply and evaluate the methods of game and image theatre 

- to activate images with sound and movement 

- to use images to create narrative 

- to explore power as a theme 

NOTES 

- the joker should ensure the group consistently analyses their own and other people’s 

images and creations both OBJECTIVELY (what can you see) and SUBJECTIVELY (what 

could it represent). 

- the aim of the first session is to teach the principles of IMAGE THEATRE – creating story 

and character physically and using minimal action and sound to add extra dimensions. 

- The essential theatre skills to be learned are image, action and sound. They are used to 

create character, location, narrative 

- The theme of POWER is central to this session as it is a universal relationship that all can 

relate to 

- From the broad theme of power, we will work towards personal oppressions and 

experiences, as the SOCIAL is the PERSONAL: if I have a problem, guaranteed someone 

else in society has that problem too 



DAY 1, SESSION 1  

Time Activity Notes 

5 mins Introduce facilitator 

Introduce techniques 

Why games? 

Why actions? 

To highlight tools of gameplaying, action, over 

discussion and passivity 

20 mins Pass the Clap 

Left/right/across 

With own name, with place of birth, with 

favourite food 

With suggestions from group 

Encourage participant innovation ASAP 

To energise 

To begin disclosure 

To involve group in creating environment 

30 mins Name & Move 

Each makes move and name 

Group repeats 

Passing name and move around. 

Learn names 

Assess physicality 

To introduce image, movement, sound 

30 mins Mirror Series 

Two lines, facing partner: A mirrors B. Then 

swap. 

Try to move together (simultaneously) 

Try with counting to four beats. 

Rehearse movements together. 

Demonstrations. 

 

Purpose is to teach each other, then do 

collaboratively 

Explores spontaneous reactions + prepared 

responses to another person 

Physical manifestation of DIALOGUE. 

Introducing dialogue through movement in 

spontaneous (improvised) and prepared 

forms. 

5 mins Evaluation 

Joker to ask about experience of mirroring, 

warm-up techniques prepare group for next 

session. 

Encourage assessment, evaluation, why are 

we doing these things? 

 



DAY 1, SESSION 2 

Time Activity Notes 

20 mins Mirror Memory 

Two lines facing. As turn their back. Bs make 

an image. As have three seconds to look at 

image. Then with eyes closed, recreate 

image. 

Solo, then in pairs, then two groups. 

Learning to look and interpret images, 

memorise them, develop them. 

30 mins Image Analysis 

As two groups, each will prepare images 

based on different words and try to work out 

what the other group’s word is. (Locations 

only – hospital, beach, park etc) 

Prepare separately, then take turns 

analyzing. 

 

What do you see happening here? 

Who is this? 

What are they doing? 

Where are we? 

Could it be anything else? Any other ideas? 

Do this section FAST with several images, keep 

energy going. 

Learning to read images. 

Learning to create character/location/action 

through image alone 

40 mins Image Creation 

Reorganise groups randomly into threes. 

Each group to create an image around the 

word POWER. 

 

Ten minutes to create, rest of time take turns to 

analyse. 

What kind of power? 

Who has the power? 

Where are we? What is happening? 

Any other interpretations? 

To assess ability with image 

Begin to discuss ideas of power 

Practicing analysis. 

 



DAY 1, SESSION 3 

Time Activity Notes 

30 mins Activating Images 

The theme is still POWER. 

One person makes an image. 

Next person runs in and joins. 

One more runs in and joins. 

 

Then, in turn, each person gets 1 

sound or word to change the image, 

showing a change of power. 

Then, in turn, another change with 

one move and one word. 

 

As whole group, discuss and analyse changes in image, 

story, character. 

Understanding of narrative through controlled image, 

movement and sound. 

Minimal theatre. 

 

Other word suggestions include: reparation, eviction, 

community etc 

 

20 mins Preparing A Dynamic Sequence 

In smaller groups, participants 

prepare and rehearse a trio of images 

with connecting movements and 

sounds, telling the story of an 

oppression they have experienced. 

Joker to observe and promote clarity in images. Heighten 

oppression, add other characters. 

40 mins Review 

Groups present their trios in sequence 

and have them analysed by the 

others. 

Joker to focus on alternate interpretations. 

 



DAY 1, SESSION 4 

Time Activity Notes 

10 mins Evaluation 

In pairs, run through the day’s activities and 

list them. 

What was the purpose of each? 

Peer review system. 

10 mins Swap pairs. Repeat review, did you find 

different purposes? Compare and contrast. 

 

20 mins Now in groups of four. Review the day. 

What did we learn about power? 

What did we learn about theatre? 

 

20 mins Feedback 

One member of each group to report back to 

rest of the group on what they discussed. 

 

30 mins Wrap-up/Homework 

Time to discuss as a group what is going to 

happen next. 

Issue homework: read the principles of the 

ITO, add/or … 

Prepare a game/song/dance to teach to the 

rest of the group … must be something 

everyone doesn’t know … 

For example, if a popular nursery rhyme, the 

group must teach the others with 

movements/images … 

They can have the rest of the session to 

discuss and prepare. 

 

 



DAY 2- FORUM 

OBJECTIVES 

- To create a piece of forum theatre collaboratively 

- To understand and engage with the design principles of forum theatre 

- To begin to study the role of joker 

- To understand why theatre is essential and applicable to conflict resolution 

 

NOTES 

- The joker must decide how much autonomy to give participants in designing a piece of 

forum theatre 

- This may be the first piece of forum the group has ever witnessed, so therefore the joker 

must ensure that it has all the necessary components to be successful 

- Allowing the group to make a faulty piece and then redesigning it with them is an option 

- The joker may also choose to create/direct a demonstration piece (such as Sexual 

Harassment On A Train). The demo piece must include the necessary: oppression which 

is not dealt with successfully, theatrical qualities (image, sound, action), location and 

character 

- The joker will be modeling the role of joker throughout, preparing participants for the 

next day which will focus explicitly on that role. 

- The games today should be used as ways of discussing important concepts in TO, which 

the group should be more aware of having read the ITO Principles. 

- Namely – not to teach, or to oppress, but to discuss and liberate 

- Not to provide answers but to generate dialogue 



DAY 2, SESSION 1 

Time Activity Notes 

10 mins Introduction 

Explanation of the objectives of the day: 

To create FORUM theatre 

To explore an oppression and possible 

solutions 

To study power and power relationships 

Why do we play games? Sing songs? 

 

Answers should lean towards ‘energising’, 

‘engaging’, ‘entertaining’ 

At the beginning of a forum, normally we play 

games or sing songs or do something to engage 

We are preparing to meet the objective of 

including local song/dance. 

20 mins Carnival in Rio 

Circle game. First person goes around group 

and teaches each person a sound and 

movement, repeating until all are doing it. 

After short interval, each member of the 

group moves around, teaching each person 

in turn. 

I teach you, you teach me 

20 mins 2 x 3 x Bradford 

In pairs, take turns saying 1, 2, 3 …  

Then replace each number with a sound and 

movement. 

Then present to group. 

Learning to teach each other 

Invert student/teacher 

Dialogue 

20 mins Pushing Hands 

In pairs, leaning on each others hands, 

moving around 

Pushing hands – a struggle, not a war! 

20 mins Analysis 

In pairs. Then as group. 

What was the purpose of these games? 

This analysis should explore idea that 

teacher/student is reversible 

TO does not want to teach. It wants to create 

DIALOGUE. 

To invert teacher/student roles 

To represent DIALOGUE 

We don’t have answers! 



DAY 2, SESSION 2 

Time Activity Notes 

30 mins Creating A Forum Play Image 

Ask for suggestions for a piece of 

forum, an oppression they know of. 

Get group to vote to decide which 

piece they want to explore. 

Ask for volunteer to make an image 

representing the oppression. 

Volunteer selects other characters 

from participants and models them 

into position (mirroring or clay 

modeling) 

Group decides they are happy with 

the image of an oppression. 

All the way through, joker must check that the group 

finds it real, that they are happy with the image, that it 

represents an oppression etc … 

Themes can include the tribunal, reparation, 

community, evictions etc 

 

 

30 mins Creating A Sequence Of Images 

What happens next? As a group, 

create the next image, and if possible, 

a third. 

Give each character a desire. 

Each character can now talk, but not 

move. Improvise dialogue.  

 

Is the group happy with what is being shown? 

Swap people from audience/stage. 

Change roles. Emphasise power. 

30 mins Rehearsing The Forum 

As a group now, run through the 

performance. 

Emphasise the oppression: 

protagonist not getting what they 

want 

Watch out for magic; make sure there 

are alternatives for them to take 

Is it real? 

Is it theatrical? 

Are the characters clear? Can they be made clearer 

through physicality? 

 



DAY 2, SESSION 3 

Time Activity Notes 

10 mins Preparing The Forum 

Introduce concept, and select two participants 

to watch ‘the joker’ all the way through 

Introduce piece.  

(Possibly do a line game for prep … eg … yes 

go left, no go right – have you ever been 

oppressed by …) 

 

10 mins The Performance FORUM 1 

Participants present forum piece. 

 

25 mins Interventions: Protagonist 

Joker explains rules of the game: shout ‘stop!’ 

and replace protagonist only. 

FORUM PLAYS. 

Allowing people to try out their solutions, 

assessing them as we progress 

Creation of physical, active dialogue 

25 mins Interventions: Antagonist 

Joker develops the game, now the audience 

can replace antagonists to try different forms 

of oppression. 

Exploring different oppressions and oppressors, 

inverting the roles 

20 mins Images of a Solution 

Joker now invites audience members to 

rearrange images to create the 

solution/outcome they really want 

Try to reach collective agreement on ‘best’ or 

favourable outcome 

 



DAY 2, SESSION 4 

Time Activity Notes 

15 mins Evaluation 

In small groups, participants discuss: 

The forum 

The protagonist (oppressed) 

The antagonists (oppressors) 

The Solutions explored 

Group discussion and evaluation 

Reflection on what has happened 

Appraisal of technique 

15 mins Group Feedback 

As a group, share and discuss. 

 

15 mins The Joker Assessment 

Group discussion of the role of a joker – 

physicality, role, questions asked, responses 

given etc… 

This is significant as this is a critical role for 

any autonomous group to master in TO 

15 mins ITO Principles & Forum 

Give the groups time to discuss relationship 

between the principles, the games, the forum, 

the joker and the solutions. 

 

15 mins Feedback 

As whole group, discuss answers. 

 

15 mins Homework/Q & A 

Tomorrow, first session, small groups are to 

teach one another the song/dance combo 

with images as a potential introduction to a 

forum piece. 

Also, prepare potential oppressions to explore 

and forum as a group. Think about images, 

characters, etc. 

Homework is last. Finish strong, clear. 

Potential for any discussion going on to be 

endless so beware! 

 



DAY 3 – JOKER 

OBJECTIVES 

- Students are now to become ‘jokers’, to begin to teach others and invert the roles 

- Participants to become aware and gain experience of the role of joker in forum 

- To create introductory songs, movements, for forum pieces 

- To introduce improvisation and develop technique 

- To develop use of image work to discuss problems/solutions/desires etc 

 

NOTES 

- Songs/movements can be symbolic or representative: ie, digging in the fields, daily life 

represented through mime (hours of the day exercise preps this), or all moving together 

in a real dance 

- Encourage creativity, different ideas. 

- Possible to interlink discussion through activities or use whiteboard to collate ideas 

afterwards 

- By now, group should be very comfortable with image and able to improvise/rehearse 

competently. 

- The role of the joker is to difficultate forums, facilitate ideas, help evaluate solutions and 

propose actions. 

- The joker can freeze actions, rearrange events, direct and stop, so long as they remain 

neutral and impartial (as possible) and help generate ideas from the audience 

- They also have to help feedback responses (repetition, clarification) and help the group 

evaluate success/failure of proposed solutions 

- At the end of a session, jokers help to condense the answers given. 

- Jokers do not have to ‘wrap things up’. Boal said: forum theatre never finishes. 

- Participants should leave with lots of questions, as well as answers 

- DIALOGUE is critical, ongoing discussion and evaluation 

- Beware MONOLOGUE: the single answer, the dominant meme 



DAY 3, SESSION 1 

Time Activity Notes 

40 mins Hours of the Day 

Participants to mime their activities at different 

times of the day. 

On a normal day; on a birthday; on a bad day; a 

great day. 

Able to run and join the activities of others that 

they like. 

 

40 mins Students Teaching 

Participants to take turns teaching 

song/dance/movements to others. 

 

Always have one person at least watching 

the teaching style to give feedback as we 

go along on what was good, what needs 

improving. 

Give feedback on what works. 

Suggestions on what doesn’t. 

Aim to get two complete song and 

dances.  

Some participants can watch whilst 

others teach/learn, or all can join in. 

10 mins Joker Assessment 

As a group, discuss the qualities of a joker that 

we have seen and the idea of good or bad 

facilitation. 

 

 



DAY 3, SESSION 2 

Time Activity Notes 

20 mins Rashomon 

In a circle of groups of 2 or 3, each group to 

make images of a ‘bad joker’ or ‘poor 

facilitator’. 

Explore each image in the round, analyse 

together. 

Activate each image with improvisation. 

Clarify desires. Do first all together, then one 

by one. 

 

20 mins Rashomon 

Repeat exercise with ‘good joker’ or ‘good 

facilitator’. 

Improvise/activate. 

 

20 mins Discussion. 

As a group, evaluate and discuss the roles and 

responsibilities of a joker in TO. 

 

20 mins Image of a perfect forum. 

As a group, arrange an image of a successful 

forum. Ask for volunteers to clay-

model/mirror participants into a successful 

forum model. 

Finally, activate that model! 

Alternative images could be: tribunal, eviction, 

reparation etc … 

 



DAY 3, SESSION 3 

Time Activity Notes 

30 mins Creating A Forum Play Image 

Ask for suggestions for a piece of forum, an 

oppression they know of. 

Get group to vote to decide which piece they want 

to explore. 

Ask for volunteer to make an image representing 

the oppression. 

Volunteer selects other characters from 

participants and models them into position 

(mirroring or clay modeling) 

Group decides they are happy with the image of an 

oppression. 

All the way through, joker must check that 

the group finds it real, that they are happy 

with the image, that it represents an 

oppression etc … 

 

 

30 mins Creating A Sequence Of Images 

What happens next? As a group, create the next 

image, and if possible, a third. 

Give each character a desire. 

Each character can now talk, but not move. 

Improvise dialogue.  

 

Is the group happy with what is being 

shown? 

Swap people from audience/stage. 

Change roles. Emphasise power. 

30 mins Rehearsing The Forum 

As a group now, run through the performance. 

Emphasise the oppression: protagonist not getting 

what they want 

Watch out for magic; make sure there are 

alternatives for them to take 

Is it real? 

Is it theatrical? 

Are the characters clear? Can they be 

made clearer through physicality? 

 



DAY 3, SESSION 4 

Time Activity Notes 

60 mins The Performance: FORUM 2 

This time, participants are swapping with 

the protagonist, but also being put in the 

role of joker each time. 

Swap actors and audience so roles change 

a lot. 

Gauge how complicated/difficult 

participants are finding it. 

If someone is good at joker, allow them to 

demonstrate. 

 

 

Facilitator can change each joker, allowing 

everyone a chance to have a go. Can use FREEZE 

to discuss with the audience and the cast how 

successful the joker is being … 

Try to ensure everyone has a chance as a joker. 

Give feedback each time the joker changes. 

Ask for volunteers, otherwise nominate people 

by touching the shoulder. 

15 mins Evaluation & Assessment 

As a group, assess the joker experience. 

 

 

15 mins Homework/Q&A 

Tomorrow, groups will devise and prepare 

two pieces of forum theatre for 

performance on day 5. 

As a group, select a THEME. What do they 

want people to dialogue about? 

Performances to include: song/dance, 

images, actions, sounds, joker, protagonist 

etc … 

For themes, look back to the group objectives. 

Get groups to think about their future audience 

and tour possibilities. 

 



DAY 4 – DEVISE 

OBJECTIVES 

- To create two original forum theatre pieces on the theme discussed previously 

- To develop and enact these performances using the techniques of image, action, sound 

- To ensure theatricality and ‘realism’ in the performances 

- To clarify the structure of forum theatre as a ‘rehearsal for life’ 

- To clarify the power struggles within TO: protagonist vs antagonist 

 

NOTES 

- Today, the facilitator/joker has the opportunity to work alongside the group to produce 

two alternative forum pieces 

- The joker’s role today will be to facilitate the ideas of the groups and help them develop 

them into a successful piece of forum theatre. 

- Beware of cliquing.  By this point groups may have become entrenched. Use games and 

random selection to mix people up with others they don’t normally work with. This 

cannot be done enough! 



DAY 4, SESSION 1 

Time Activity Notes 

30 mins Warm-ups, energizers. 

Potentially singing the songs and 

movements together. 

Or, other games you remember. 

 

 

30 mins Preparation. 

Participants in 2s/3s prepare a short 

sequence about the purpose of forum using 

image/movement/words … answering: 

What is the purpose of forum? 

 

Needs to review objectives of creating dialogue, 

promoting discussion, reducing oppression etc .. 

however best the group understands the 

concept. 

20 mins Presentation. 

Groups present their short pieces. 

 

 

10 mins Today’s task. 

Explanation that the rest of the day is given 

over to devising/developing and rehearsing 

two forum plays, including all the techniques 

used so far. 

Two groups, divide in an unusual way. 

Remember you can get people to line up in 

height, age, alphabet and then split them by 

counting. 

Variety in working groups is important. 

 



DAY 4, SESSION 2        

Time Activity Notes 

90mins Devising 

In two groups, to prepare images, 

movements, sounds on theme discussed. 

 

Facilitator to observe and encourage awareness of 

time constraints. 

Give advice on theatricality, offer suggestions 

based on what they already inclined towards 

Allow space for them to explore. 

Make sure they remember one of them will be the 

joker! 

 



DAY 4, SESSION 3        

Time Activity Notes 

90mins Devising 

In two groups, to prepare images, 

movements, sounds on theme 

discussed. 

 

Ensure the structure of the forum is 

strong and will succeed. 

In this session, watch each group in turn 

and offer suggestions/direction on what 

they are doing. 

Facilitator to observe and encourage awareness of 

time constraints. 

Give advice on theatricality, offer suggestions based 

on what they already inclined towards 

Allow space for them to explore. 

Make sure they remember one of them will be the 

joker! 

 

In this session, monitor their progress. Make sure 

they haven’t forgotten the ‘dynamic introduction’, 

using song or movement or whatever. 

 

 



DAY 4, SESSION 4        

Time Activity Notes 

45 mins Preparing The Joker 

In groups, get them to prepare and 

discuss the joker.  

 

What questions will they ask? 

What problems might they face? 

Does their forum adhere to the principles of ITO? 

Does it work as a forum? 

 

As a group, to come up with a list of 

questions/problems etc. 

45 mins Discussion/Q&A 

As a whole group to share ideas on joker 

questions, problems, without revealing 

content of forum. 

Costume: protagonist is allowed to wear 

one piece of costume to indicate role. 

(Ensure you have a hat, cloth, scarf 

something traditional etc) 

 

 



DAY 5 – PLAY 

OBJECTIVES 

- To perform and evaluate two pieces of original forum theatre 

- To explore and enact the role of joker 

- To set goals for how this will be enacted in the future 

 

NOTES 

- The level of autonomy and success can be judged at this point by the output of the 

groups 

- Remember, an unsuccessful piece of forum generates much more to learn than a perfect 

piece 

- Joker may intervene at any time to ensure a correct understanding of the model and 

where it is going wrong, or succeeding 

- Support and nurture the ideas and efforts of your participants 

- Don’t be afraid to intervene and adjust what it happening 

- Non-participation is always an option. 



- DAY 5, SESSION 1       

Time Activity Notes 

20 mins Warm ups/energizers 

Use to review games already played, 

or introduce new ones you like. 

E.g. fencing with hands, taps, etc 

 

60 mins Rehearsals. 

Give each group time to review and 

prepare their performances. 

Lots of time means less stress for everyone. 

Last chance for facilitator to pre-empt any 

flaws/problems 

10 mins Preparation. 

Explain that the next two sessions will 

be lead and directed by the groups 

themselves. The facilitator will not 

intervene, meaning its up to the 

participant-jokers to organize and 

enact everything. Each group will have 

90 minutes to themselves. 

 

 

DAY 5, SESSION 2       

Time Activity Notes 

90 mins PARTICIPANT GROUP FORUM 1  

 

DAY 5, SESSION 3       

Time Activity Notes 

90 mins PARTICIPANT GROUP FORUM 2  

 



DAY 5, SESSION 4       

Time Activity Notes 

10 mins In pairs from alternate groups, 

evaluate the forums: 

 

What did you like? What was successful? 

What didn’t work so well? 

What advice and compliments would you give to the 

joker? 

20 mins Feedback to the group from pairs.  

30 mins Make an image of THE FUTURE … can 

someone make an image of what they 

want to do with this in the future? 

Analyse together. 

The image of the future is the inspiration for action. 

Image and action as well as discussion and reflection. 

30 mins Leave space at the end for informal 

discussion, Q & As, or extended image 

work, as you and the group prefer! 

You may want to pass out feedback forms, record 

interviews, etc in this space. Also, have lots of tea and 

cake. 

 

 

  



APPENDIX C.1 – DRAMATISED TESTIMONIALS 

MRS. HOUR CHANTHA 

Mrs. Hour Chantha, 60 years old, was born at Ba Phnom district, Prey Veng province. She is a Civil Party in Case 

002 who testified before the Trial Chamber in the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) on 

29th May 2013. 

On 16 April 1975 was the end of the Lon Nol regime. From dusk till dawn the sound of gunfire was explosive at 

Pochentong area and around the city. At around 8am on 17 April, I saw people standing nearby, raising a white 

flag, while my family also stood to welcome because we thought that the war had ended and that peace would 

come. At that time, the young Khmer Rouge soldiers dressed in black uniforms with stern facial expressions 

walked along the road. Later, those Khmer Rouge soldiers with rifles shouted, “Move! Move! No one is allowed 

to live in the city. The city needs to be cleaned up within three days”. At that moment, the Khmer Rouge kept 

threatening us to leave urgently by shooting their guns. This unpredicted situation made us feel scared and our 

bodies trembled. I saw the crowd of people on the road, some carrying their belongings on their shoulder 

while others carried their belongings on their head. I saw a patient with an injection in hand sitting on the back 

of a bike, a lady who just given birth to her child, people with disabilities, the exhausted elderly walking, and 

the children crying loudly for their parents to carry them because their leg hurt from the long walk. I saw the 

dead bodies of Lon Nol soldiers lying down on the street.  

My family and mother-in-law went through PrekPnov to her homeland at PokRussey district. It took about 

fifteen days to arrive in her home village. There we did not have any shelter, so we had to build some by 

ourselves and we had insufficient food to eat. In June 1975, two Khmer Rouge militiamen arrived in front of 

our shelter and called my brother-in-law to join a meeting for a while. He was never seen again. I was assigned 

to harvest thatch. Because I could not wear shoes, I once stumbled and hurt my leg so I could not walk very 

fast. The village chief said, “a 17 April lady is so weak and has no patience”. The next day, I was sent to harvest 

reed and when I saw leeches in the water, I was shocked. Seeing this, the team chief rushed to push me into 

the water and would not allow me to get out, otherwise I would be punished. When I became three months 

pregnant, I was sent to tend four cows. I was afraid of that the cows would fight me. One day, a cow did fight 

with me, but luckily, it did not hurt my baby or me. They ordered me to feed the pigs until I gave birth to my 

baby. When my newborn baby was two months old, they assigned me to scrape corn to mix with cooked rice 

at the department. When my baby was four months old, they got me to paddle salt with fish to make fish 

paste. When my baby was six months old, they ordered me to screen rice. When my baby was one year old, I 

was assigned to mill rice by pulling a big pestle while my child was left with a granny to look after.  

One day, they ordered me to feed pigs. At that moment the vicious team chief mistreated me and said, “why 

do you carry only a half loaded container, when it is on time for pigs to eat?” Later the team chief rushed to 

push me down into the pig waste and covered my body with it. I felt a lot of suffering because I was so weak 

that I could not carry a full loaded container. I have a lot of mental suffering from the discrimination from the 

lower Khmer Rouge cadres and my body is very weak because of malnutrition. My husband was assigned to 

plow in the rice field and build a dam in the distant areas; it was a long time before he came back home again. 

The Khmer Rouge made me feel like I was falling due to the loss of my hope for the future. Because he was 

forced to work hard, my husband suffered from a heart disease since that time, and he was constantly sick 

until he died in 1995. During that time, we had a very difficult life because we only had a small business to 

support our living. I felt alone in taking care of our five children, because I also had to look after my sick 

husband who frequently needed to go to the hospital, this made me feel like I was almost unable to support 

the living. 

  



APPENDIX C.2 

MRS. YIM SOVANN 

Mrs. YimSovann was born in 1960 at Saang district, Kandal province. She is a Civil Party in Case 002 who 

testified before the Trial Chamber in the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) on 19 and 

22 October 2012. 

On 17 April 1975, the Khmer Rouge soldiers entered Phnom Penh city, and the Lon Nol soldiers dropped their 

weapons to join with the Khmer Rouge soldiers. At that moment, I felt doubt and shock when I saw how the 

Khmer Rouge soldiers mistreated the people and Lon Nol soldiers. At PrehPuthNeang Kong Hing pagoda, while 

holding my sibling’s hand as we tried find my uncle who was a Lon Nol soldier, I saw the Khmer Rouge soldiers 

with short hair, dressed in black uniforms, rolled up trousers with a scarf around their neck, walk to threaten 

the people – some were beaten by the Khmer Rouge with rifles, while some had their hands tied behind their 

back.  

On that day, the Khmer Rouge told my family, “leave for only three days, no need to take anything with you, 

because of the feared American aircraft bombing”. At about 3 pm, I saw the Khmer Rouge soldiers with rifles 

threaten my father saying, “move or not, if not be careful, American will bomb to death, and if still not move 

you will be killed”. Hearing this, my father was forced to leave with few belongings (a few clothes and a little 

husked rice). The threats to my father reminded me the situation at O Russey market, where while I holding 

my sibling’s hand back home, I saw the Khmer Rouge soldier knock on door of one house, but when no one 

came to open door the Khmer Rouge brought a gun to shoot the lock of the door and dragged the people from 

inside and shot them dead at the door way.  

My family was transferred from Phnom Penh to live in Koh Thom district, Kandal province. Over there, the 

Khmer Rouge called the people evicted from Phnom Penh the “17 April people”. Those people were 

considered as enemies, capitalists, feudal class, and with insufficient food to eat. In comparison, the “base 

people” were considered as the revolutionary people, with enough food to eat, and had husked rice to stock 

individually. Not only that, but the Khmer Rouge also forced the 17 April people to work harder than the base 

people.  

At the end of 1975, the Khmer Rouge transferred my family a second time to live in KbalChheuPok 

cooperative, commune 9, Kandieng district, Pursat province. Over there, I was criticized all the time by the 

Khmer Rouge as they alleged that I was lazy, escaped from working, and had consciousness illness. In 1978, the 

Khmer Rouge arrested my father and 2 other people who were in the same mobile unit, with the allegation 

that those were hidden enemies burrowing from inside. I cried when I saw my father with his hands tied 

around his back. But the Khmer Rouge militiamen prohibited me from crying, they said those who cried were 

hidden enemy. My father begged them that “I accept as enemy, but not kill my wife and children”. Then, they 

escorted him and those 2 mobile unit people for execution at Department 07 (BanteayYuon pagoda). On the 

way there, they announced loudly that “this is hidden enemies burrowing from inside, has to smash all”. 

 


