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FocusAtelier is a project conceivedand organizedby
ReciprocaAssociationand consistsof a platform for
workshops and debates taking place in March in
ClujNapoca Focus Atelier aims to facilitate the
educationalprocess,a processthat does not depenc
on age or completion of certain standardize
educational stages We rely on the relevanceof the
topicswe addressand on the availabilityof the events

for anypersonwilling to take part, regardlesf his/her
economicsituation Within FocusAtelier we question,
through practice and dialogue, relevant topics of
contemporarysociety FocusAtelier beganin 2015asa
grassrootsproject In 2015 FocusAtelier took place
mainly thanks to a crowdfunding campaignand to
facilitiesthat were offered by a numberof independent
art spacedrom the localscene
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This & S | Keddian gathered together almost all
independenttheater spacesn ClufNapoca,alongwith
variousgroupsand selforganizedcollectives We have
expandedour collaborationwith spacedrom Sibiuand
BucharestThisyearwe managedo financeour project
both through crowd-fundingaswell asfundraisingfrom
major cultural institutions in Romaniaand through
continuing our collaboration with the first SR A {
partners At the sametime, the facilities provided by
independent spaces, collectives and a number of
Romanianand foreign universities - were crucial in
makingthe 2016 edition of FocusAtelier happen The
theme set for FocusAtelier 2016 was education We
started by trying to answerto the questionof "What if
we took educationin our own hand .

Our attention wasfocusedtowardsart asa pedagogical
processand towards the way in which pedagogycan

play a key role in the dynamicsof a society In 2016
Focus Atelier targeted people interested in new

pedagogicalmethods (teachers, students, educators),
high school students who need a different way of

learning,amateur/ professionahrtistsinterestedin the

socialand pedagogicatlimensionof art.

This year's format of Focus Atelier included five

sections

1. WORKSHOP

2. DEBATE

3. THEATRELAY

4. EXCHANGE

5. DOCUMENTARY



1. WORKSHOBECTION

The WORKSHORBection focused on innovative pedagogicalapproachesthrough theater. Througha series of 5 workshops,we
sequentiallyfamiliarizedourselveswith the processof receivingartistic productions,the specificinstrumentsneededin formulatinga
feedbackthe I NJi #warkiwiEndcommunitiesand the balancebetween ethicsand aestheticswithin his/her undertaking,the use of
theater asatool for socialchangeandthe stepstowardsdeconstructingandremodeling2 Y $€déeptiontowardsgenderequality:
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THEATRE OF PARTICIPATORY COMMUNITIES
1- 4 March 2016

Trainers MihaelaMichailovand RaduApostol
(ReplikaEducational Centre, Bucharest)
Number of participants 15

Venue REACTOR @&N3X | dxpersridri
KNOWINGYOUR RIGHTS AND HERSTORY
6-11 March 2016

Trainer:Milenab A | &érbhia)

Number of participants:20

Venue:Tranzit.ro

THEART OF SPECTATORSHIP

11-14 March 2016

TrainerMirunaRuncan

(Prof.Theatreand Television Faculty)
Number of participants: 12
VenueBastionulCroitorilor
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THE FEEDBACK METHOD
19- 20 March 2016

Trainer: SonjaJokiniemi(Finland)
Number of participants:15
VenueZUG.zone

FORUM THEATRE AND INVISIBLE THEATRE
24 - 31 March 2016

Trainer: GeorgeWielgus(UK)

Number of participants:29

Venuefabricade Pensule
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The workshop offered by the founding membersof ReplikaEducationalCentre,Bucharestwas attended by 15 participantswho
were introduced to new pedagogicalmethodologies The participantspresentedtheir own ongoing/about to start projects and
received the necessaryfeedbackboth from the trainers as well as from the other participants In addition to this session,
participantscouldwatchtwo theatre plays,producedby the team of Replikacenterandinvited within FocusAtelier. Thusthey could
seeconcreteexamplesof theatre playsdevisedlongthe style and methodspreviouslydiscussedluring the workshop Participants
were offered a rich bibliography that includes pedagogicalmethodologiesin working with children, adolescentsand various

communities
KNWING YOUR RIGHTS AND HERSTORY

Theworkshopgivenby Milenab A | #Zvdsatténded by 20 participantswho analyzedthe issueof genderequality. The participants
were both men and women, hence within the first part of the workshop personalexperiencesrelated to gender discrimination
(positive/ negative)were analyzed theoretical texts were discussedand documentarieswere watched In the secondpart of the
workshop,participantsdid casestudieson remarkablelocal/ international political figuresof the fight againstgenderdiscrimination,
devisingtheater moments and installation art piecesbasedon the observationsand studies of the workshop Giventhat the
workshopbroughttogether participantsfrom severalregionsand countriesof EasternEurope,discussiongddressedhe context of
genderequalityin countriessuchas Serbia,Romaniaand the MoldavianRepublic At the sametime, there were debateson various
forms of feminism,the waysin whichtheseformsareimported andthe relevanceof thisimport.



